
Please submit by the closing date of 31st October 2024  to:
 The Young Walter Scott Prize, Bowhill, Selkirk, Scotland  TD7 5ET

Entries cannot be accepted without the support of a teacher/parent/guardian/responsible adult. 
Entries cannot be returned – so keep a copy of your work.
Full terms and conditions of the prize are downloadable from: www.ywsp.co.uk

Closing date 31st October 2024

www.ywsp.co.uk
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This work is my own original work (signed by author)

This work is the original work of the entrant (to be signed by supporting adult – teacher/parent/guardian – please specify)

Word count
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Phone number
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1 The competition is organised by The Young Walter Scott Prize.

2  Entry to this competition is open to persons who will be aged between 
11 and 19 years on the 31st October 2024 who are full time residents 
of the UK (including the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man). Proof of 
age, identity and eligibility may be requested. 

3  Entries will be judged in two age categories – ages 11 to 15 years 
(on 31st October 2024) and 16 to 19 years (on 31st October 2024). 

4	 		Entrants	must	write	a	piece	of	historical	fiction	(between	800	and	2000	
words in length) inspired by any aspect of the past – an actual historical 
event, place or person. Entries must be set in a time before their author 
was born, in a time clearly different from the present. All stories should 
be	submitted	in	English.	The	fiction	can	be	in	any	form	–	a	story	or	an	
extract	from	a	longer	work,	a	poem	or	drama	script,	a	fictional	diary,	
letters or reportage. 

5  Entries will be judged on the following criteria: 
- Historical relevance and accuracy
- Originality
- Plot
- Characterisation
- Language
- Attention to detail
- Enjoyment

6   Each entry must be supported by a responsible adult. The adult may 
be	the	entrant’s	parent,	guardian	or	teacher,	or	somebody	who	knows	
them	well.	The	adult	must	provide	their	own	contact	details	and	confirm	
that the work is the original work of the entrant.

7  The personal data provided will be used solely for the purposes of 
administering the competition.

8	 	The	competition	closes	on	31st	October	2024.	Submissions	received	
after this date will not be considered, so please do not wait until the last 
minute to send your entry.

9  Only one entry per author is permitted. If more than one entry is 
submitted,	only	the	entrant’s	first	submission	will	be	considered.

10  Each entry must be accompanied by a completed entry form, 
downloadable at www.ywsp.co.uk.

11  Entries should be typed on single sides of A4 paper, double spaced, 
with the pages numbered and paper-clipped. Hand-written entries will 
only be accepted if written in ink, and clearly legible. Please do not 
illustrate your work with artwork or photographs.

12  Brief explanatory introductions or notes can be included but are not 
compulsory. They need not be included in the word count.

13  Entries cannot be returned so please remember to retain a copy. 
Winning entrants will be asked to send their entries electronically. 

14  All entries must be the original work of the entrant and must not infringe 
the rights of any other party. The Young Walter Scott Prize accepts no 
responsibility if entrants ignore these Terms and Conditions.

15  Entries must not contain defamatory, obscene, offensive, or any other 
unsuitable material. Entries must be suitable to be broadcast, published 
or used online by The Young Walter Scott Prize for audiences of all 
ages, but in particular for a young audience. 

16  Entrants retain the copyright in their entries but grant to The Young 
Walter Scott Prize a perpetual non-exclusive royalty-free licence to 
publish, broadcast (across all media) and post the entry online and on 
any other platforms yet to be envisaged. This licence will be deemed to 
include all the necessary rights and permissions to enable such use by 
The	Young	Walter	Scott	Prize,	to	fulfil	the	prizes	and	to	complete	the	
administration of this competition.

17  By submitting a story the entrant agrees that The Young Walter Scott 
Prize may at its sole discretion edit, adapt, abridge or translate the 
entry for the purposes listed in clause 16 above.

18	 	In	the	event	that	the	entry	is	published	online	only	the	story	title,	
entrant’s	name	and	age	will	be	published	with	an	entry.

19  The Young Walter Scott Prize reserves the right to disqualify any entry 
which breaches any of these Terms and Conditions, or to withhold a 
prize if in its opinion entries do not reach the required standard.

20  The Young Walter Scott Prize reserves the right to amend these Terms 
and Conditions or cancel this competition at any stage, if deemed 
necessary in its opinion, or if circumstances arise outside of its control.

21  The Young Walter Scott Prize, its sub-contractors, subsidiaries, agencies 
and/or any other organisation associated with this competition 
cannot accept any responsibility whatsoever for any technical failure 
or malfunction or any other problem with any postal system, server, 
Internet access, system or otherwise which may result in any entry being 
lost or not properly registered or recorded. Proof of sending is not proof 
of receipt.

22  The Young Walter Scott Prize will notify the winners and shortlist in 
advance of any announcement. We regret we cannot notify entrants 
who have not been successful.
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